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ONLINE PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained the 

services of Egis to carry out the Detail Design and Class 

Environmental Assessment (Class EA) Study for the 

intersection improvements for Highway 26 and Grey 

Road 2 (GWP 3217-15-00). 

We encourage you to provide your input and feedback. 

To provide comments, or if you would like to be added to 

the Study mailing list, please visit the project website at 

https://www.highway26andgreyroad.com/

or contact one of the Project Team Members at the end 

of the presentation. 

➢ Project Description

➢ Purpose of this Study 

➢ Environmental Assessment and Consultation 

Process

➢ Highway 26 and Grey Road 2, and Georgian Trail

➢ Existing Conditions

➢ Recommended Plan 

➢ Highway 26 and Grey Road 113 / 10th Line

➢ Existing Conditions

➢ Recommended Plan 

➢ Culvert 473

➢ Existing Conditions

➢ Recommended Plan 

➢ Construction Staging and Traffic Impacts 

➢ Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures

➢ Next Steps

The purpose of this Public Information Centre is to present:

https://www.highway26andgreyroad.com/
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained 

Egis to undertake the Detail Design and Class 

Environmental Assessment (Class EA) Study (2000) 

following a Group ‘B’ process for intersection 

improvements on Highway 26 within the Town of the Blue 

Mountains, County of Grey. 

The project works include the following:

➢ Installation of traffic signals at the intersection of 

Highway 26 and Grey Road 2;

➢ Construction of a new municipal road connection 

between Highway 26 and Lake Shore Road;

➢ Replacement of Structural Culvert 473 (Site 08X-

0473/C0);

➢ Illumination at the Highway 26 and Grey Road 

113/10th Line intersection;

➢ Georgian Trail Realignment at Highway 26 and 

Grey Road 2, and 

➢ Drainage improvements. 
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PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY

This Detail Design Study is being completed to address operational 

and safety issues that have been identified based on collision 

history, and sight line concerns.

This Study builds upon the Municipal Class Environmental 

Assessment (MCEA) completed by the Town of The Blue Mountains 

(2016), in partnership with the Ministry of Transportation and County of 

Grey and ensures the Recommended Plan meets current design and 

safety standards. 

This Detail Design is following the approved planning process under 

the Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial Transportation 

Facilities (2000) for a Group ‘B’ project.

A Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) will be prepared 

to summarize the process and Recommended Plan.  

The TESR will be made available for a 30-day public comment period.

Provided there are no outstanding concerns, the Study will be 

considered to have met the requirements of MTO’s Class EA and will 

move forward into Construction.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND CONSULTATION PROCESS 

July 2024 – Detail Design Study Commencement 

➢ Notice of Study Commencement letters for Detail Design were distributed.

Spring/Summer 2024 - Performed Field and Inventory Investigations, Reviewed 

Existing Conditions

Winter 2025 - Evaluated Alternatives and Refined the Recommended Plan

Winter/Spring 2025 - Stakeholder Meetings with Municipality and Potential 

Impacted Landowners

WE ARE HERE - Public Information Centre

➢ This Public Information Centre (PIC) presents the plans for construction and 

provides an overview of related impacts and mitigation measures.

Anticipated Summer 2025 - Finalize the Detail Design and Recommended Plan

➢ Following this PIC, MTO and Egis will finalize the Detail Design incorporating 

feedback received.

Anticipated Summer 2025 – Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR)

➢ Prepare and submit the TESR for a 30-day comment period. 

Anticipated Fall 2025- Environmental Clearance 



Highway 26 and Grey Road 2 
and Georgian Trail Realignment 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
Highway 26 and Grey Road 2, and Georgian Trail

Land Use

➢ Highway 26 is a rural highway with a design speed 

of 90 km/h and a posted speed of 70 km/h within 

the project limits, at Grey Road 2. 

➢ The existing intersection configuration includes a 

dedicated left-turn lane for westbound traffic 

turning onto Grey Road 2, and a dedicated right-

turn lane for eastbound traffic turning onto Grey 

Road 2.  

➢ Adjacent land use consists of green space, as well 

as institutional and commercial properties. 

Georgian Trail

➢ Aligns east of Highway 26 for a total length of 

approximately 700 m within the project limits. 
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Terrestrial Environment

➢ Terrestrial field investigations confirmed the 

presence of Species at Risk (SAR) bats and 

their habitat (i.e., snag trees). 

Fish and Fish Habitat

➢ Fisheries field investigations confirmed the 

following:  

➢ Spawning habitat.

➢ Rainbow Trout indicating a cold-water 

thermal regime. 

➢ Anticipated in-water timing window is July 

16th – September 30th, of any year.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Highway 26 and Grey Road 2, and Georgian Trail
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RECOMMENDED PLAN
Highway 26 and Grey Road 2 Intersection

➢ Installation of signalized intersection that 

includes the following new features: 

➢ Dedicated left turn lane from Highway 

26 eastbound traffic onto Lake Shore 

Road. 

➢ Dedicated left turn lane from Grey 

Road 2 onto Highway 26. 

➢ Municipal road connection from Lake 

Shore Road to Highway 26. 

➢ Georgian Trail connection with 

dedicated pedestrian crossings. 

➢ Culvert extensions and culvert replacement 

for drainage improvements.

➢ Lakeshore Road East converted to 

commercial entrance. 
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RECOMMENDED PLAN
Georgian Trail Realignment

➢ The new Georgian Trail will cross Highway 26 at 

the Grey Road 2/Lake Shore Road intersection. 

➢ The new Trail will then continue east along 

Highway 26 to reconnect with existing trail 625 m 

southeast of the intersection. 

➢ Two (2) new pedestrian crossings will be added to the 

intersection. 

➢ The existing trail crossing at Highway 26 will be 

decommissioned. 

➢ Addition of new culverts to improve drainage. 



Highway 26 and Grey Road 
113 / 10th Line 
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Terrestrial Environment

➢ The following was observed during the field 

investigation:

➢ Suitable habitat for SAR Grassland Birds 

(Eastern Meadowlark).

➢ Barn Swallow individual observed.

➢ Phragmites (invasive plant species). 

Land Use 

➢ Primarily agricultural land use surrounding the 

intersection. 

➢ Commercial land (Farmers Market) in southwest 

quadrant. 

➢ Recreational land (Golf Club) in northwest quadrant.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Highway 26 and Grey Road 113/10th Line Illumination
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➢ Installation of new light poles at the northeast and 

southwest quadrants of Highway 26 and Grey 

Road 113/10th Line.

RECOMMENDED PLAN
Highway 26 and Grey Road 113/10th Line Illumination



Culvert 473 (Site No. 08X-
0473/C0)
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➢ Culvert 473 is located on Highway 26, approximately 

220 m west of Camperdown Road, in the Town of 

the Blue Mountains. 

➢ It was constructed in 1973 and underwent 

rehabilitation in 2000. 

➢ It is a concrete open-foot culvert that is 3.05 m wide, 

1.83 m high and 42.7 m long. 

➢ A tributary of Georgian Bay flows from south to north 

through the culvert.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Culvert 473 (Site No. 08X-0473/C0)

Culvert 473 – Upstream (Concrete Culvert)
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RECOMMENDED PLAN
Culvert 473 (Site No. 08X-473/C0)

➢ Full replacement of Culvert 473 with a 3.6 m tall 

and 2.4 m wide precast concrete box culvert. 

➢ Installation of waterbody material and installation of 

fish baffles. 

➢ A temporary flow passage and dewatering system 

will be required to facilitate construction in the dry. 

Existing Upstream Inlet Existing Downstream Outlet
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CONSTRUCTION STAGING AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
Summary

Traffic Management During Construction 

➢ To maintain traffic flow and ensure safety during 

construction, a one-lane, two-way staging approach will 

be implemented. This approach allows one lane to remain 

open throughout the construction period, with traffic from 

both directions taking turns using the single lane. 

➢ This approach will be in place at the following project 

works: 

➢ Highway 26 and Grey Road 2 intersection 

improvements including the Georgian Trail 

Realignment.

➢ Culvert 473 (Site No. 08X-473/C0).

➢ Illumination at Highway 26 and Grey Road 113/10th Line 

does NOT require construction staging. No traffic impacts 

are anticipated. 

One-Lane, Two-Way Staging

What to Expect

➢ Traffic will be directed by temporary traffic 

signals or flaggers. 

➢ Delays are possible, particularly during peak 

hours. 

➢ Temporary signage will be in place to guide 

drivers and ensure safety. 

Road Closure & Detour Route

➢ Access to Grey Road 2 at Highway 26 will be 

closed for approximately 2 weeks during 

construction. 

➢ Details regarding detour route on next slide. 
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CONSTRUCTION STAGING AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
Detour Route

➢ To facilitate widening of Grey Road 2 at Highway 

26, Grey Road 2 will be closed between Highway 

26 and Clark Street. 

➢ A detour route will be in place to provide access 

to Grey Road 2 from the South via Grey Road 

40. 

➢ The road closure and detour route will be in 

place for approximately 2 weeks during 

construction. 

➢ The detour will result in approximately 5-7 

minutes and 6 km of additional travel. 

➢ Emergency and Fire services will experience 

delays while the detour route is in place. 
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SUMMARY OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

Potential Impact Mitigation Measures

Natural Environment

Species at Risk 

(SAR) Bats 

SAR bat habitat loss at the new 

Georgian Trail alignment due to 

planned tree removals. 

Consultation with the Ministry of Conservation Environment and Parks (MECP) is 

on-going. Mitigation measure may include timing windows and habitat 

compensation. 

Fish and Fish 

Habitat

In-water works to facilitate culvert 

replacements.

Construction work will take place within the allowable fish timing window for cold-

water species (i.e., July 15 – September 30, of any given year). 

Potential for erosion and 

sedimentation into watercourses 

during construction works. 

Erosion and sediment control (ESC) measures will be installed to prevent erosion 

and/or stop sediment from entering watercourses. 

Vegetation 

Removals

Habitat loss. Impacts to migratory 

birds.

Vegetation removals shall be completed outside the migratory bird breeding window 

(April 25 to August 15, of any given year) or an avian specialist will carry out a 

sweep for birds and their nests prior to any removals. 

A summary of the anticipated construction impacts and recommended mitigation measures to limit impacts to the surrounding 

community and environment during construction are provided below. 
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SUMMARY OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

Potential Impact Mitigation Measures

Socio-Economic Environment

Illumination

(i.e., light poles)

Potential for light pollution. Luminaire shields will be used to prevent light spillage onto adjacent properties. 

Property Seven (7) permanent and three (3) 

temporary property acquisitions are 

required under the preferred plan. 

Coordination with property owners will continue throughout the Detail Design 

process to ensure appropriate compensation. 

Construction will temporarily impact 

one (1) residential entrance. 

The Contractor will coordinate with the property owner for alternative access 

arrangements.

Archaeology Impact to areas of archaeological 

potential. 

A Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment will be completed during Detail Design. 

Transportation

Traffic Operations Traffic delays will result from 

construction staging. 

Local municipal services including fire, police and emergency services will be 

given advance notice of traffic impacts. 

Constructability Construction will take place over one 

(1) construction season.

Flagging operations and/or temporary traffic control signals will be used as 

required. One (1) lane of traffic will be maintained at all times. The construction 

season is anticipated take place from June 2026 to October 2026 with no work 

occurring during holidays. One (1) road closure and detour route will be in 

place to facilitate widening of Grey Road 2. 
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NEXT STEPS

Identify 

Alternatives

Public 

Information 

Center

Class EA 
Complete

Review Public 

Comments and 

Refine 

Recommended 

Plan (Detail Design)

Preparation and 

Submission of 

Transportation 

Environmental   

Study Report for 30-

day Public Comment 

Period

Environmental 

Clearance to 

proceed to 

Construction

Review and Respond 

to Public Comments 

on PIC 
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Identify 

Alternatives

Public 
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Class EA 
Complete

Review Public 
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Please submit any questions or comments to the contacts listed above or via the project website by

August 1, 2025.

https://www.highway26andgreyroad.com/

Thank you for participating in the Online Public Information Centre. Information is being collected in accordance with 

the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments 

will become part of the public record. If you have accessibility requirements in order to participate in this project, 

please contact one of the project team members listed above.

TO PROVIDE COMMENTS OR REQUEST 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Khaled El-Dalati, P.Eng. 

Egis Project Manager

516 O’Connor Drive, Unit 200

Kingston, ON K7P 1N3

Tel. 343-344-2629

Email: Highway26.ESC@egis-group.com

Wendy Xu, P.Eng. 

MTO Project Engineer

659 Exeter Road 

London, ON N6E 1L3

Tel. 548-588-1937

Email: Wendy.Xu@ontario.ca

https://www.highway26andgreyroad.com/
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